
This edition of the PACK RAT seems to be
about the circle of life. As you can read
later in this issue, both Sheila Tallmon

and Bo Winslow have moved on with their ca-
reers.We are sad to see both of them go. Sheila
has such a wonderful spirit. Bo has such a high
level of commitment to everything he does.
They will both be missed. At the same time, we
are so lucky to welcome new people to the year
round team. Paul Weidig has a love for music
and cares about the well-being of everyone he
knows. Alexa Popcheff has a contagious laugh that we hear many times each day.
They will add to the foundation of the rest of our team.The year round staff is just a
small sample of what goes into every summer at camp.We have a strong core of staff
that continue the traditions and spirit of camp. Each year, we are disappointed to
lose some of the favorite counselors and staff because they have to move on with
life.Their places are taken by new staff that bring wonderful ideas and new energy
to camp. Many of these new staff will become the favorite staff of the future.

We are also sad to hear about the loss of some wonderful people. Vince
Lopez, a camper from 1998 to 2004 and staff member in 2005 passed away
on March 19th after a five-year battle with cancer. Vince was a dedicated,

determined young man. Up until the beginning of March, he was still telling us to
keep him on the staff list for this summer. He truly believed he would win another
battle and be at camp this summer. There are other wonderful alumni that are no
longer with us. During this same time, we have been blessed to watch Eleanor “Ellie”
Klebe grow up every day. She is a bundle of joy. One little laugh from Ellie and noth-
ing else in the world matters.We also consistently hear about the births of many fu-
ture Cheley Campers.

Cheley Camps is a special place. There is something in the soil and the rocks
that brings amazing people together. People come to camp, contribute to the
community and focus on having a positive impact on youth. Through their

commitment and dedication, they become better people and learn skills to share
with the world. Then they take these skills and share them with other people and
other organizations. Bo and Sheila will be missed this summer, and Cheley Camps
is a better place because of them.This same thing is true about staff members that
will not be able to return this summer.They will be missed, and they will be replaced
by other staff that will take their place in creating the magic.

We all feel so fortunate that our purpose is to create a memorable, life-
changing experience for young adults every year. Each year, people that
share this purpose find Cheley and contribute to the magic.We are excited

about the group of staff that will carry the baton this summer in creating the Cheley
Experience.
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When you face a task
that looks impossible,

knock out the “imp” and
make it possible.
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Around the Campfire: Cheley Staff
Staff Updates: PaulWeidig

Camper Information: Sarah Sanderman
History Snippets, Layout: Pete Gabel

Editor: Jeff Cheley

Any news for the Pack Rat?
e-mail to: office@cheley.com

CHELEY COLORADO CAMPS
www.Cheley.com

Winter: 303-377-3616
601 Steele St, Denver, CO 80206

Summer: 970-586-4244
P.O. Box 1170

Estes Park, CO 80517

INTRODUCING THE NEW
WWW.CHELEY.COM

Check out the new website full of new
information, pictures and Cheley
Spirit on every page.

GETTING MAIL AT CAMP!

For all business mail:
CHELEY COLORADO CAMPS
(for UPS) 3960 Fish Creek Road
P O BOX 1170
ESTES PARK, CO 80517-1170
Telephone: 970-586-4244

Land O’ Peaks campers and staff:
YOUR NAME
YOUR CAMP UNIT (Lower Ski Hi,
Lower Chipeta, Ski Hi, Chipeta,
Haiyaha, Senior Chipeta)
CHELEY COLORADO CAMPS
P O BOX 1170
ESTES PARK, CO 80517-1170

Trail’s End campers and staff:
YOUR NAME
BOYS’TRAIL’S END RANCH
BOX 380
GLEN HAVEN, CO 80532

YOUR NAME
GIRLS’TRAIL’S END RANCH
BOX 370
GLEN HAVEN, CO 80532

Note: do not use “Cheley Colorado
Camps” forTrail’s End addresses as it
takes several days longer for delivery.

Important 2007 Dates
for Campers and Staff

MAY 11: The Cheley Business office
moves from Denver to Estes Park

MAY 16: Pre-Camp work crew begins
MAY 31: Directors and Assistant Directors

Arrive
JUNE 1-2: Wilderness First AidTraining
JUNE 3: All staff arrive for staff training

JUNE 13: FirstTerm campers arrive
JULY 9: FirstTerm campers depart

JULY 9-12: Mid-term trip
JULY 11: SecondTerm campers arrive

AUGUST 6: SecondTerm campers depart
AUGUST 7-11: Family Camp

AUGUST 8-13: National Leadership Camp
at Cheley

AUGUST 11-20: Cheley/Children’s
Hospital Burn Camp

Calling All Doctors
We are excited to welcome the fol-

lowing volunteer doctors for this sum-
mer. Philip Bickler and his wife, Amy
Blevins will be with us the final week of
first term. Dr. Cathy Lipton and her hus-
band Frederick Kahn will be with us the
final week of second term.

We have openings for volunteer doc-
tors remaining for this summer. It is a
great way to spend some time in the
Rockies with your family. Please email
office@cheley.com or call the camp of-
fice at 970-586-4244.



Alexa Popcheff Joins
Cheley’s Year-round Team

Alexa Popcheff is the newest mem-
ber of the year round team. Alexa was
one of the photographers in 2006 and
expressed an interest in year round op-

portunities after work-
ing Discovery this fall. It
just so happened that
we were hiring for a
Human Resources Ad-
ministrator position.

She is a graduate of
Indiana University, (go
Hoosiers), with a Bache-
lors in Parks and Recre-
ation Administration.

After graduation, Alexa worked in
Chicago in a photo studio and was an
event planner for the Chicago Botanic
Garden.

Alexa will put many of the skills she
has learned to the test this summer as
she works with the camp photographers
and helps plan events for the staff. She is
also responsible for assisting with all of
the staff paperwork. When she is not in
the office mailing out contracts, she can
be found in the mountains or exploring
her new city.

The 2007 Staff is
Ready for Action

Our staff for the 87th summer is
looking amazing as always.

We have about 55% returning from
previous years, 75% combining return-
ing campers and counselors, and 25%
are new to Cheley coming with new and
fresh ideas.

We currently have a few select open-
ings (changing on a daily basis). If you
know any qualified individuals who
would be a great fit at Cheley this sum-
mer, ask them to call us for information.
Phone before May 11: Denver 303-377-
3616; after May 11, Estes Park, 970-586-
4244. Or they can email any time at
Paul@cheley.com

To the person
who looks up,
the sky is the limit.
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Enrollment Desk

Our 87th summer brings us campers
from 44 states and 11 foreign countries!
The states we are missing are Delaware,
Maine, Rhode Island, South Dakota,
South Carolina andWest Virginia.We
would love help recruiting in those
areas. Please let us know if you have
friends, family or any leads that would
help us reach our goal of campers repre-
senting all 50 states.

Our SecondTerm is almost full; we
have a few spots left in Lower Ski Hi, Ski
Hi and Chipeta.We have wait lists in the
other units for that term. Our first term
has a few spots in each unit still avail-
able. If you know anyone interested in
camp for this summer, assure them that
it is not too late to contact us.

To enroll you will need to complete
our application and send it in with a de-
posit.The application can be found at
www.cheley.com.

Mark Calendars for 2008!
Applications and/or information for

enrolling for Cheley in 2008 will be sent
out with your camper’s report after the
second week of camp. If you are coming
to our Horse Show or FinalWeekend,
you can enroll then as well.

We enroll on a first-come, first-
served basis, and we have had units fill
during our FinalWeekend. Please do not
assume that because a particular unit
was slow to fill up one year that is al-
ways the case.We hate to have to tell re-
turning families that they are on a wait
list, so please enroll early. If you have
any questions, please let us know.

Our dates for the Summer of 2008
will be different from this year:

FirstTerm 2008
JUNE 18TH - JULY 14TH

SecondTerm 2008
JULY 16TH - AUG 11TH



... 1920s ...
Richard Kane writes that he still re-

members the summer of 1927. He re-
members the camp fires and the stories
told. He remains active and “still occa-
sionally sings the camp songs in the
shower.”

... 1930s ...
Frances (Fuhrer) Kidwell spends her

winters in RioVerde, AZ and then drives
to Estes Park with her dog to spend
every summer. She is always happy to
have “old” Cheley people drop in.

... 1940s ...
Jane (Porter) Warmack lives in

Texarkana, Arkansas but spends her
summers in Edwards, Colorado.

Bill Hiner has retired as president of
Capital Federal Savings. He is proud to
have 3 children who were Cheley
campers, 2 grandchildren who are cur-
rent Cheley campers, and 6 more grand-
children who are waiting to be Cheley
campers.

... 1950s ...
Susan Hesselgesser reports that she

has been living and working in St Louis
for the last nine years. She continues to
regard her time at Cheley as the single
most important learning experience of
her youth.

... 1980s ...
Ellen Ryan, former backpacking

counselor, and husband Mike Ryan have
successfully completed all of Colorado’s
14ers – quite an accomplishment!

Heather (Best) Salerno wrote in her
report that she married her husband
John back in 1997 and they now have
two wonderful daughters – Claire who is
five and Julia who will soon be three.

Emily (Arroyo) Araya is married to
Alex and has three children, Eli, James
and Grace. She is a stay-at-home mom
and enjoys camping in theTexas Hill
Country and traveling to Alex’s home
country, Costa Rica.

John Haefeli was selected to officiate
the NCAA Division 2 regional tourna-
ment and Division 1WNIT forWomen’s
college basketball.

... 1990s ...
Desiree Meaney graduated from the

University of Nevada Reno in 2003 with

a degree in Business Management and is
now going to MassageTherapy School in
the evenings and substitute teaching
during the day.

Meredith Goodman is currently in
college studying veterinary medicine
and works with the elderly.

... 2000s ...
Former campers and CILTs Jack Holt

and Cory Hankemeier will both be at-
tending the US Military Academy atWest
Point in the fall of 2007. Congratulations
to both of you.Time to put that leader-
ship and the Code of Living to work.

Krista Schupbach has been busy
working for another wonderful camp
which is located in NewYork – Camp
Echo – only a day’s drive from her home.

Lizz Mueller is living and working in
Durango, Colorado while she attends
classes at Fort Lewis College. She is ap-
plying for graduate school and will be
traveling, studying, and working in
South America this coming summer.

... Wedding Bells ...
Tom Sass married Peggy Malchow in

February of 2007. Best wishes to you
both for a wonderful life together.

On January 6th, WyWy Holmes and
Hilary Howard were married in Loveland,
CO.WyWy proposed to Hilary at Ngoitak-
itok Springs at the bottom of the
Ngarongoro Crater inTanzania, Africa
with her favorite animals – hippos – in
the background.

Thomas Hall and Sarah Hobeiha
were married August 19, 2006 and are
now starting their new life together in
Louiville, KY whereThomas is clerking
for a federal district judge.

Cody (Jerden) Reyes was married to
Tony Reyes on August 26, 2006 in Indi-
anapolis, Indiana.They currently live in
Chicago.

... New Little Campers ...
Jennifer (Monday) Leman has retired

from the practice of law in order to stay
home and raise new daughter, Mary Bar-
rett, who was born on June 20, 2006.
Jennifer’s best friend from camp, Karen
(Butler) Connell also had her first baby,
son Cedar, and their birthdays are one
day apart. Congratulations to both of
your families!

Wendy (Miller) Eggen and her hus-
band Mike –cont. on page 10

It is easier to
do a job right

than to explain
why you didn’t.

Around the Campfire
... with Cheley Friends
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You can’t get rid
of your temper
by losing it.
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Since last summer, we have had two
of our valued year-round staff choose to
move on from Cheley. SheilaTallmon
and Bo Winslow have both been key
players at Cheley for many years.

SheilaTallmon started with Cheley
Camps in the summer of 1994 as the
Rockstock Director. After two years at
Rockstock and a summer as the Director
of Chipeta, Sheila joined the year-round
staff in January of 1998. Each year,
Sheila’s job description evolved to use so
many of her strengths.We often joked
that her title was “special projects”
which can encompass so many things at
a summer camp. She served as the Girl’s
Camp Director for many summers and
has become a mentor and supporter for
so many young women who have been
at camp while she was here. One of my
favorite times of the summer is when the
buses would roll into camp and all of the
returning girls would yell, “Sheila,
Sheila” as she got on the bus to ride to
Girl’s Camp. Cheley Camps was blessed
to have Sheila’s gifts for so many years.
We wish her the best in her new endeav-
ors.

Bo Winslow started with Cheley
Camps in the barns the summer of 1984.
Bo continued to take on responsibilities
and became the person responsible for
the site and facility as well as the horse

program. Bo has the respect of so many
people who have worked at camp in the
horse program.We have had the oppor-
tunity to watch Bo grow as a manager, a
leader, a father, a husband, and a person.
He was often the first person to remind
us all that family comes first and he
demonstrates that by being available to
work with his son on the weekends or
standing on the end of a swimming lane
at Nicole’s swim meets.To watch Bo
teach campers about working with colts
or to watch him during Burn Camp is to
watch an expert at work. Bo has taken a
job as the general manager of the Estes
Park Fairgrounds.When he told us about
his opportunity, the first thing he said is,
“I would have not been able to get this
job without all of my experiences at Che-
ley.”Well Bo, Cheley Camps would not
be where they are today if it weren’t for
your commitment to excellence, your
passion for people, and the true love that
you put into everything you do. After 22
years with Cheley, Bo was ready for
some additional challenges and opportu-
nities.

Both Bo and Sheila will be missed
this summer. Fortunately, both of them
are still in the area and will be around to
visit and help when they can.We wish
that everyone could stay forever but we
realize that there is a lot of life out there.

GOOD-BYE TO TWO WONDERFUL YEAR-ROUND STAFF

WWHHAATT  TTOO  EEXXPPEECCTT ... Some of you have experienced
life at camp, and some of you are joining us for the first
time. There can be nervousness and uncertainty either
way. We have put a lot of time, training and practice into
making your transition from home to camp as smooth as
possible. We have amazing staff joining us this summer,
and they can’t wait for your arrival. 

Cheley is a unique environment. 
While with us, you can expect to:

�Meet new friends from around the world
� Learn to work through challenges with friends

�Safely express who you are
�Sleep outside under the stars

� Find your voice and become an advocate for yourself
� Lead a group of your peers

� Learn to make choices for yourself
� Try new activities and push yourself farther 

than you thought you could go
�Have Fun Plus!

In preparation to join our community please remem-
ber the following regarding electronics and other technol-
ogy. Camp is a great place to connect with friends, enjoy
the outdoors and unplug for a while. With this in mind, we
are letting you know that rechargeable electronics are not
permitted. Please refrain from bringing iPods or other
music devices. If you bring a digital camera, keep in mind
that you will not be able to recharge it or download the
photos until you return home. Camp is a great place to

take photos and less expensive cameras work great, espe-
cially with our activities.

MMAAKKIINNGG  TTHHEE  TTRRAANNSSIITTIIOONN ...... Camp is a great place to
be yourself for a while. We realize that campers are used
to being on the go, multi-tasking and being over stimu-
lated with technology throughout the day. We strive to
make camp a peaceful place, with plenty of new activities
to challenge your brain and your body.

To make your transition to camp smooth,
here are a few tips and tricks to keep in mind:
�Bring pre-stamped, addressed envelopes 

so you can pop letters in the mail
�Bring a few photos from home to decorate your bed
�Help pack your bags so you know what you brought, 

what it is for, and how to use it
� Leave valuables or special “one-of-a-kind items” 

at home
We want to make camp a comfortable environment so

you can focus on trying new things, making new friends
and challenging yourself every day. Please let us know
how we can help get you ready for your summer with us.

BECOMING A PART OF THE CHELEY COMMUNITY
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Today is the 
tomorrow

you thought about 
yesterday

The Camper in Leadership Training
program offers a few selected campers
the opportunity to spend their final sum-
mer as a camper in a leadership position.
During the summer, they will experience
growth, responsibility, and experience
what it is like to act in a leadership role. 

The following individuals have been
selected based on the quality of their ap-
plication, the vote of their peers, the rec-
ommendation from staff, and their
involvement and spirit in past years as a
camper at Cheley

Girls’ Trail’s End 1st Term: Maggie
Hill, Alex Oldham.

Girls’ Trail’s End 2nd Term: Sarah
Glasser, Perry Hodgkins, Sarah Jewett,
Sonnet Ludwig, Dana Morgan, Kate
Schaefer.

Boys’ Trail’s End 1st Term: Noah An-
derson, Tanner Andregg, Thomas Burk,
Gordon Coutret.

Boys’ Trail’s End 2nd Term: Nathaniel
Farnham.

Senior Chipeta 1st Term: Julie Deni-
son, Christie Koets, Emily Palmquist, Jan
Rosenberg, Lark Turner.

Senior Chipeta 2st Term: Annie Dunn,
Libby Munson, Quinn Plummer, Lauren
Ringler,  Micky Winter.

Haiyaha 1st Term: Logan Benoist,
William Joekel, Kenton Manhart, Daniel
Moffitt, Ben Ryan, Sam Sternburg, Alex
Tran.

Haiyaha 2nd Term: David Brown,
Hunter Chamberlain, James Pelz, Alexan-
der Stubbs, Peter Wiese.

CILTs for Summer 2007

Congratulations!
A big thank you and congratulations

to the first 8 families who have all of
their paperwork submitted. Those
camper’s with all forms turned in are:
Kelly Binding, Andrew Campbell, Elsie
Gibson, Angelina Leonardi, Aidan Long-
tain, Brad Penoyer (second year in a row
he has been in the top ten!) and Grant
and Nolan Stoppel. Your camper does
contribute to filling out the forms, so
thank you for getting their input and
help. Please look for the forms available
for downloading on our website
www.cheley.com. You can print them out
there, as well as the equipment list and
Final Weekend schedule of events.

**SPECIAL NOTE: Please remember
we need a copy of the front and back of
your camper’s insurance card. A faxed
copy is usually too dark for us to read.
Let us know if you have questions re-
garding this policy.

The Cheley Connection
Again this summer, we will post

photos and articles daily on the Cheley
Connection. We are fortunate that Mari
will be returning this summer to manage
the Cheley Connection and post the daily
photos. 

We will also continue the option to
email your campers through the web-
site. We do encourage parents and
friends to send handwritten notes and
letters as well as send emails. 

We are excited about continuing the
ability to keep parents and friends con-
nected with the Cheley Experience while
not impacting the program for the
campers.

Tag ALL your luggage

(both checked 

and carry-on) 

with yellow Cheley tags

The Ellie Update!
Little Eleanor “Ellie” Klebe has been

busy growing up and continues to keep
her mother very busy. She has already
been to her first Mardi Gras, attended
the St. Patrick’s Day parade in New Or-
leans, and has even spent a week with
Nana while Kurt and Brooke took their
first vacation without the baby. Her fa-
vorite words are turtle, apple, and horse.
She is busy walking, climbing, and she
kicked a ball for the first time. Ellie is ex-
cited to spend some of her summer with
the campers.



Name_________________________ _________________ _______________ Maiden name _________________
(LAST)      (FIRST)    (MIDDLE)

Nickname at camp (if  one used) __________________________________________________________________ 

Address _________________________________________________________________________________________

City/State/Zip ___________________________________________________________________________________ 

Phone No. _____ - _____ - _______ E-mail address ___________________________

q Please UPDATE my record with the latest address and information as indicated above. All former campers 
or staff  members (with current addresses) automatically receive two Alumni Pack Rats each year.

q I would like to SUBSCRIBE as an active new member of  Cheley Friends – enclosed is my check for $______ . 
Members of  the Cheley Friends Alumni Group receive all issues of  the Pack Rat, a copy of  the Alumni 
Directory which lists all known alumni, as well as other important information and additional benefits – 
yearly dues are $15 per year per address, a lifetime subscription is just $150 per address.

q I would like to RENEWmy subscription; enclosed are my yearly dues of  $15 (per address).

q Please send current Cheley information to:

POTENTIAL : q CAMPER q STAFF .. Name _________________________________________________________________

Address ______________________________________________City/State/Zip__________________________________

POTENTIAL : q CAMPER q STAFF .. Name _________________________________________________________________

Address ______________________________________________City/State/Zip__________________________________

q I have listed on the other side names of  my friends/relatives who should be on the ALUMNI LIST.

q I would like to make a donation to JAC Foundation q – and/or Cheley Burn Camp q $_______ enclosed.

TTOO  TTHHEE  PPAACCKK  RRAATT – Here’s what’s been happening in my life recently...

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

__ __________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

Name_________________________________________ 

N
E
W
S

We’d like to be able to keep in touch – but we can only if you keep us up-to-date with your address and
other information. Please take a minute now to send us an update. This is also a good time to tell us
about any friends or relatives who also should be on our alumni list. And – we also want to hear from
you with news for the PACK RAT. 

After filling in the appropriate spaces, fold this sheet, seal with Scotch tape, put a stamp on it and
mail it (or use an envelope if you prefer!).

Years (19 ??/20 ??) as Cheley CAMPER: ______ – ______ ... Years (19 ??/20 ??) on Cheley STAFF: ______ – ______ 

Former Campers and Staff
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Please check to be sure that my friends/relatives are on the ALUMNI LIST:

Name __________________________________________Maiden name:___________________ Relationship to me______________

q camper (about when?________) q staff  (about when?________) eMail address ____________________________________

Address____________________________________City/State/Zip___________________________ Phone_____________________

Name __________________________________________Maiden name:___________________ Relationship to me______________

q camper (about when?________) q staff  (about when?________) eMail address ____________________________________

Address____________________________________City/State/Zip___________________________ Phone_____________________

Name __________________________________________Maiden name:___________________ Relationship to me______________

q camper (about when?________) q staff  (about when?________) eMail address ____________________________________

Address____________________________________City/State/Zip___________________________ Phone_____________________

Name __________________________________________Maiden name:___________________ Relationship to me______________

q camper (about when?________) q staff  (about when?________) eMail address ____________________________________

Address____________________________________City/State/Zip___________________________ Phone_____________________

Please 
place 
stamp 
here

CHELEY COLORADO CAMPS
P.O. BOX 6525
DENVER,CO 80206-6525

Please Update My

Cheley Record!
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Oversleeping will
never make your
dreams come true.
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By now you should have received
several forms. Following is an explana-
tion of how the forms are used and
where they go on our property. Please
make sure all forms are completely
filled out and returned to us as soon as
possible.

CREAM FOUR-PAGE CHELEY APPLICATION
AND LIABILITY WAIVER – this form gets your
camper enrolled, includes your contact
information for us and allows your
camper to participate in all activities.
This form stays on file in the office.

GREEN FOUR-PAGE MEDICAL AND HEALTH
INFORMATION – this form is vital to the
health and well being of your camper. It
gets copied and stays on file in the of-
fice in case of emergencies. The original
goes to the appropriate Health Center
on property to be viewed by the Regis-
tered Nurses. Please remember we need
copies of your camper’s insurance cards
as well as up to date immunization
records (a State of Colorado require-
ment) in order for this form to be com-
plete.

BLUE DOUBLE-SIDED CAMPER/PARENT IN-
FORMATION – this form helps our new and
returning staff get to know your camper
before their arrival. Please attach a pic-
ture as it helps us identify them on
Opening Day as well as learn names and
faces quickly. This form is kept with
the Director and Unit Staff. We ap-
preciate that for returning families,
we, on the year round team may
know your campers, but our new
staff does not, so the more informa-
tion you can provide on this form,
the better prepared we are to lead
them to an amazing summer.

GREEN TRAVEL FORM – this is kept
on file in the office after being en-
tered into our computer system.  It is
important to let us know any
changes to your camper’s travel as
soon as they happen. It is also im-
portant to get this form to us as soon

as possible so we can organize our staff
for Opening and Closing Days.

YELLOW DOUBLE-SIDED STORE FORM –
this form is in a new format! This helps
you to budget with your camper what
they can spend in our camp store.
Please remember your store “limit”
does not include extras like boots, air-
port fees, yearbooks and other extras.
The limit is only for purchases in the
store. This gets entered in the computer
and then stays in the office as a refer-
ence tool.

PINK EMERGENCY INFORMATION – this is
our link with you if we ever had an
emergency. This stays on file in the of-
fice where it is easily accessible. Please
include any pertinent information on the
bottom portion that may be useful when
trying to contact you.

Wow! That’s a lot! Thank you for
your help in getting all of these papers
completed and in our hands before your
camper’s arrival. Having them in early
makes for a smooth transition into the
camp season and halts any delays in let-
ting your camper participate in our great
programs and activities. Please get in
touch with Sarah in the office if you
have any questions or concerns regard-
ing your camper’s paperwork. 

What Do We Do With All These Forms?

History
Snippet

A page from the 1926 Cheley
“Memory Book” showing some
of the new “Sky-Hi” buildings.
Many changes since then, in-
cluding the spelling of Ski Hi.

We haven’t yet located the 
time or cause of the 

change to our present 
spelling of the unit name!

Dining Room and Lodge at Sky-Hi

The Hospital at Sky-Hi – Almost an Invitation to be Sick 

One of  the Numerous Sleeping Cabins (14 boys and 2 leaders)

The New Camp Sky-Hi Buildings
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The emptier the pot, 
the quicker it boils.

welcomed Webb Eggen to the world in
March. His twin sisters are excited to
have a younger brother.

... In Passing ...
Vince Lopez passed away March

19th, after a five-year long battle with
cancer. Vince was 22 and had been a
camper at Cheley from 1998 to 2004
when he was a CILT. He joined the staff
in 2005 as a riding counselor in Haiyaha
and his aunt, Katherine Barnes, has been
a part of the Cheley staff for many years
in the Ski Hi Kitchen. Cheley people pres-
ent at the services included Nick Pollard,
Clay Cowgill, Rob Winsett, Thomas,
Jonathan and Justin Burk, Logan
Benoist, Keenan Alexander, Stephanie
and Suzie Enoch, Amber Andregg, Emily
Miller, Rebecca Curry, Jarett Sprague,
Jonathan Salinas, and Hart Liddell.
Vince’s determination and passion will
be remembered by all who had the
chance to know him.

Mort Homes, a hiking counselor in
Haiyaha in the 1940s, passed away in
April of 2006. His wife, Betty (Babb)
Holmes passed away in June of 2006.
They met at Cheley in the 1940s. Their
son and daughter were both campers
and currently live in Denver.

Sara (Skinner) Melton passed away
in February of 2006. Sara was an out-
camping and hiking counselor at GTE in
the late 40s and then met her former
husband at Cheley – Mark Melton. All
three of her daughters attended Cheley
and her two oldest grandsons have at-
tended. She was honored as a ‘Santa Fe
Treasure’ by the New Mexico Governor
and is missed by many.

Marion Gilmore, a staff member in
the 1930s, passed away in December of
2006 at the age of 94. He had great
memories and often talked about camp.

Eleanor Hall Benson passed away in
March at 93 years young. Eleanor was a
gold key recipient in 1929. 

Mary Lue Hottel, widow of John
Austin Cheley Foundation founding
trustee, William “Bill” Hottel, passed
away on February 3rd at the age of 87
following complications from surgery. 

Marry McArthur Holland, longtime
camper in the 30s/40s and sister to
Mickey McArthur, passed away in 2006.

Opal Schmitt Gerlach passed away
on December 1st, 2006. She and hus-
band Frank worked at camp from the 30s
until 1955, serving as the co-directors of
Lower Ski Hi with Billie and Gerald
Jones for 14+ years. We are grateful for
the many years of commitment that Opal
gave to Cheley.

Around the Campfire with Cheley Friends
–continued from page 4

The Canvas

Looking from behind the horse
ring, you see a mural. Blue and pur-
ple snowcapped mountains…
Rolling Hills … Bright Lights …

This scene was – and still is – my
favorite scene ever. It makes me feel
refreshed, like each day becomes a
blank canvas, waiting to be filled
with joy. At Cheley Camps you can
do many activities, such as hiking,
horseback riding, and crafts. My fa-
vorite was probably horseback rid-
ing. This may sound weird because
a) it was my first time ever riding,
and b) I fell off within ten minutes of
getting on the horse. I enjoyed it
anyway. This may be because I liked
the counselors, the horses, or the
girls I rode with. I don’t know why it
made me feel so special.

I made so many friends at
camp. They were from all around the
world! 

So next summer, don’t fill up
your canvas with TV. Fill it up with
nature!

by Wittney Skigen
a Lower Chipeta Camper



SENIOR CHIPETA 
Rachael Small, Director
Dottie Bond, Asst Dir.
Maggie Allen
Lillian Anderson
Elise Booth
Emily Craig
Megan Griffith

Samantha Harrison
Sydne Harwick
Annie Leach
Emily Miller
Amanda Nielson
Merryl Pohl
Meg Wiese

LOWER CHIPETA 
Karen Kalicki, Director
Jill Fitzgerald, Asst Dir.
Ivy Adams
Whitney Gaskill
Katie Hoban
Ashley Hock
Molly Jones

Jamie Kellogg
Lisa Koob
Kendal Mason
Brittany Peace
Anna Perks
Jackie Shay
Lauren Stead

Land O’ Peaks Ranch Girls’ Camps

Administrative and Support Staff

Trail’s End Ranch for Boys

Land O’ Peaks Ranch Boys’ Camps

HAIYAHA
Will McKnight,                 
1st Term Director    

Ed Dizerega, 
2nd Term Director

Shawn Ness, Asst Dir.
Sean Conway
Clay Cowgill
Craig Enlund

James Hamilton
Sean Hoban 
Dan Maricle
Mike Martinez
Chris McDonald
Brennan Metzler
Cailen O'Brien
Andrew Powell

Josh Morris, Director
Jeff Allenby, Asst Dir.
Brett Swanson, Asst Dir .
William Ferro Bolanos
Kathryn Canganelli
Ed Holman
Susan Holman
Mark Judge
Josh Karchin
Clint Lathinghouse

Eliot May
Ben McAteer
Alain Morisette
Mike Perkins
Dan Poll
Dustin Seaburn
Karl Stopforth
Patrick Weeg
Rob Winsett
Cecil Yeatts

SKI HI
Nathan Wilson, Director
Melissa Ernst, Asst Dir.
Dan Alvarez
John Auerbach
Warren Booth
Austin Cheley
James Engeln

Walker Gaines
David G'Sell
Zack Hamilton
Chris Lathrop
Stuart Pohl
Micky Shaked
Paul Turkevich

LOWER SKI HI
Lee Hoover, Director
Laura Notrica, Asst Dir.
Luke Banham
Sarah Brown
Wood Brownlow 
Zach Gorman
Kyle Gorres

Eddie Lederman
Andrew Leighton
Luis Vigoya Novaa
Tony Pleasant 
Matt Quigley
Tyler Ritter
Jessica Stroud

CHIPETA 
Andrea Rottinghaus, Dir.
Nicole Mikkelson, Asst Dir.
Rachel Banister
Rachel Befort
Carolyn Black
Christy Condon
Rebecca Curry
Joy Feeney

Lindsay Kowalski
Abby Lohr
Mary Ogburn
Janie Schneider
Noelle Schonefeld
Maggie Schreiner
Gretchen Wall
Paige Wolfe

2007 STAFF
Our 87th Season

ADMINISTRATIVE AND
SUPPORT STAFF

YEAR ROUND TEAM
Alyse Baker
Brooke Cheley-Klebe
Don Cheley
Jeff Cheley
Kevin Hendrix
Ruthann Holle
Alexa Popcheff
Sarah Sanderman
Mike Supinski
Paul Weidig

SUMMER STAFF
Carl Amerine
Karen "Babs" Babcock
Mike Badough
Jed Ballard
Makr Balthrop
Kirkland Bible
Grace Boudewyns
Amber Burgess
Clarke Burns
Missy Cebula
Damiana Cohen
Leidy Coronado
Nancy Crego
Beth Curry
Chris Curtis
Jodee D'Avignon
Jason Dewald
John Dewald
Nick Dewald
Carolyn Echols
Laura Edwards
Steve Enyeart
Anne Freudenberg
Lexi Frye
Kim Fuller
Vicky Greer

Alison Guinee
Helen Gunn
Trish Gwaltney
Atilla Gyurus
Adam Hajdu
Mark Hale
Jennifer Harten
Kathy Henchy
Sarah Henderson
Shawn Hils
Colleen Horne
Audra Hull
Nancy Joekel
Artie Johnson
Bill Kalbac
Olga Karpikova
Arla Klimish
Marina Kozlova
Erin Kyle
Iryna Massievckaia
Karen McKnight
Lee Parker
Evelyn Paull
Nathan Pieplow
Barbara Podschun
Chris Rahn
Natalie Ramsey
Catherine Read
Ruthie Reinken
Hannah Ricks
Peter Saly
Natasha Schooler
Smitty Smith
Rachael Syverson
Kari Telander
Patricia Tope
Atlee Tyree
Angela Wilson
Jim Wilson
Mari Wolf
Andrew Zegelin

David Yarborough, Director
Shelly Brook, Asst Dir.
Catherine Hannah, Asst Dir.
Erin Anguilano
Jennifer Beck
Julie Thompson Bernier
Katie Carr
Julia Campbell 
Jessica Feltner
Whitney Gudgel
Erica Horstman

Amber Hoxeng
Claire Johnson
Susan Key 
Ali Kittle
Adele London
John Marshall
Laurie Marshall
Lindsay Records
Sara Ronan
Kate Sheineson
Sarah Snow

Trail’s End Ranch for Girls
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The National Leadership Camps at Cheley Continue

For over 50 years, Cheley has been
co-hosting a leadership camp for student
council members following our summer
camp program. Each year the day after
camp ends, student leaders from around
the country arrive at camp for four and a
half days of intensive training on becom-
ing leaders in school and in life. Last
summer, Cheley Camps assumed the re-
sponsibility of providing this program to
school leaders. We had 50 students from
around the country arrive for leadership
training. 

Hunter Chamberlain, a Haiyaha
camper, attended the program and en-
joyed a completely different experience
at Cheley. The program is created and
delivered by Student Council State Exec-
utives from around the country. Again
this summer, the National Leadership
Camps at Cheley will take place August
8th to August 13th. Instead of hiking,
horseback riding or crafts, students will
spend their days in large and small
groups packed with insightful discus-

sions along with opportunities to meet
other leaders from around the country.

Topics covered include: 
�goal setting 

� team building
�conflict resolution 
�self-awareness 
�organization 

�diversity 
�communication
�problem solving
�and much more 

This year we are planning to have
students from all over the country attend
the leadership camp. If you or anyone
you know is involved in Leadership Posi-
tions and is interested in attending this
national program, please contact us. 

For more information, to register, or
to request a DVD, check out ... 
www.NationalLeadershipCamps.com
or call our office at 970-586-4244


